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Lately publiſhed by the ſame Author, 


The following Prize Eſſays: 


On the Advantages of Revelation. The Second Edition. 


Jeſus Chrilt conſidered as an Example to Mankind, 


. The Advantages of the Knowledge revealed to Mankind, 


concerning the Holy Spirit. 


Voluntary Neglect of one Duty cannot be compenſated 
by Strictneſs of Attention to other Duties. 


. When the Fulneſs of the Time was come, God ſent forth 


his Son, 


N NCL 


1 O 


The Right Honourable 


The LADY HAREWOOD, 


THIS SERMON IS INSCRIBED, 


AS AN HUMBLE TRIBUTE OF RESPECT, 


FOR HER LADYSHIP'S DISTINGUISHED CHARACTER, 


AND AN UNFEIGNED TESTIMONY 


OF THE GRATITUDE OF THE AUTHOR, 
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SERMON, &c. 


br 
DEUTERONOMY IV. ch. 


For what Nation is there fo great, who hath God fo nigh unte them, as the Lord cur” 
God is in all Things that we call upon him for? 


—— OG tt» Ger—— 


HE firſt appearance of a body of military men in this 

allembly cannot but awaken the molt lively ſenſations. 
When viewed in a political light, as men voluntarily aſlo— 
ciated for the purpoſe of preſerving peace and order, they 
mult inſpire every brealt with confidence and joy. For they 
prove, that, when the ſafety of the ſtate 1s endangered, the 
public are not ſparing of their wealth, nor individuals of 


their perſonal ſervice. 


On the firſt alarm of danger from domeſtic and forcign 
enemies, a blaze of loyalty has burſt forth, from one end of 


the nation to the other. And when the exertions of the 
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preſent day ſhall be recorded, as a leſſon to future genera- 
tions, the bright example, which this village has preſented, 
will not be forgotten. The noble family, which is at once 
an ornament and a bleſſing to this place, has diſplayed ſuch 
a ſpirit of genuine patriotiſm, of pure and diſintereſted 


zenerolity, as is almoſt without a parallel. 


50 great an inſtance of public virtue could not fail to 
produce a great effect. The plow of patriotiſm was felt in 
every kindred ſpirit; and the ſcene we now behold will 
aflord a laſting and a chearing confidence, that the exertions 
of the great and good, will always be ſeconded with a manly 


and cnthuſiaſlic energy, in every noble and generous en- 


terpriſe. 


How greatly are we indebted to the goodneſs of Almighty 
God, who ſendeth us help in every time of need! It is He, 
who opens our hearts and ſtrengthens our hands. It is His 
providence, which guards us from every ſurpriſe, ſhields us 
againſt every danger, protects us from every injury, and 
ſupports us in every conflict, To Him, then, let us aſcribe 
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the honour ſo juſtly due unto his name; and ſay, Not unto 


us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the praiſe. In 
every misfortune, let us own His correcting hand: On every 
ſucceſs, let us adore His paternal love; and ſay with our 
excellent church; We praiſe Thee, O God, We acknowledge Thee 
to be the Lord. All the earth doth worſhip Thee, the Father 


Everlaſting. 


Like the people of Iſrael, to whom the text was addreſſed, 
we enjoy more diſtinguiſhed bleſſings than any nation upon 
earth. We have the advantage of a mild and equitable 
government, of juſt and ſalutary laws. Our lives are 
equally protected, our property is equally ſecured. We 
enjoy as much liberty, as is conſiſtent with the happineſs of 
ſociety. We are unreſtrained in all the means of doing 
good: We are deprived only of the power of doing harm. 
While then we rejoice in the privilege of being free, let us 
uſe our liberty, not for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſer- 
vants of God. 


As a nation, we are not only free, but wealthy alſo, proſ- 


perous and powerful, We are bleſſed with a rich and 
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Truitful ſoil, with the materials of various and important 


manufactures, and with a ſituation highly favourable for 
foreign commerce. And ſuch has been the induſtry, 
the perſeverance and the .enterpriſe of individuals, that, 
while the natural reſources of the country have been im- 
proved and enlarged, new regions have been explored, new 
connections formed, new channels of commerce opened, 
till our fleets have covered the ocean, and our exertions 


have been bounded only by the limits of the world. 


Thus, by the bleſſing of Almighty: God, this country has 
been cnriched. It has attained to a degree of proſperity 
before unknown. It has realized a capital, which gives 
employment to millions at home, .and ſecures a decided 
ſuperiority over every rival abroad. And finally, 1t has 
riſen to ſuch a ſlate of eminence and power, of ſirmneſs 
and of ſtrength, as is altogether unexampled in the hiſtory 
of this or any other country. Surely then we may ſay with 
the text, What nation is there fo great, who hath God fo 
nizh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all things that 


are call upon him for? 


9 
e 
And while we are aſcribing all honour and glory to Al- 


mighty God for his goodneſs to us as a nation, let us not 
fail to bleſs and praiſe his holy name for our perſonal and 
domeſtic comforts in private life. For, whatever be the 
ſtation, in which it has pleaſed God to place us, whether we 
be rich or poor, whether we tread in the lofty or the hum- 
ble walks of life, we have all equal reaſon to be ſatisſied, 


contented and thanktul. 


What if we be poor? It is not riches, or honour, or 
power, that make men happy. It 1s health of body, and 
peace of mind, it is a ſettled confidence in the goodneſs 
and mercy of God, through. the merits of our Redeemer; 
it is the active exerciſe of chriſtian duties; and, above all, 
is the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, which afford the 
only grounds of ſolid and ſubſtantial happineſs. And 
theſe are the privileges of the rich and poor, alike. 


In health of body and peace. of mind, the poor have often 
the advantage. They are compelled indeed to labour for 


their daily bread, but their labour is not without its reward. 
B 
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They have a ſatisfaction in all their enjoyments, which the 
rich can never know. They are ſeldom relaxed or feeble, 


languid or dull, diſordered or unſound. Their toil is eafy 


and chearful, their ſpirits briſk and lively, their food ſweet 


and refreſhing, their ſleep ſound and undiſturbed, their 
frame active and healthy, vigorous and ſtrong. In a word, 
they have the moſt perfect and complete enjoyment of all 
the good things of this life. O happy countrymen, thrice 


happy, could you but learn to prize your own advantages! 


In the comforts and conſolations of -religion too, you 
ſtand unrivalled and alone. You are members of a 
church, whoſe doctrine 1s pure and uncorrupted, whoſe 
ſervice is devout and ſolemn, and whoſe diſcipline is 
rational and manly. You are regularly reminded of that 
guilt, in which we are all involved, and of that pardon, to 
which we have all acceſs. You have the Bible in your 
hands, and the words of ſalvation in your mouths. You 
are continually warned of the dreadful conſequences of fin, 
and exhorted to flee from the wrath to come. While you 


are paſſing through things temporal, your eternal intereſts 
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are urged and preſſed upon you: And you never ceaſe to 


hear this regular and ſtanding admonition, that he wages of 
en is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. 


Such are our bleſſings, temporal and ſpiritual, for this life 
and for that which 1s to come. And, on contemplating 
this fair picture, ſay, What nation is there fo great, who hath 
God jo mgh unto them, as the Lord our God us in all things that 
we call upon ham for? 


If it be poſſible that you can be diſcontented and dil- 
ſatisfied, look at the preſent circumſtances of a neighbour- 
ing nation. They have fairly tried their ſyſtem of liberty 
and equality, and what has been the reſult? Their rich 
men have been baniſhed or murdered; and have the poor 
ſucceeded to their poſſeſſions? Ah no! They have been 
depreſſed to a ſtate of tenfold poverty and wretchedneſs. 
They are now deſtitute of all employment, and are de- 
prived of the common reſources of earning a ſcanty ſub- 
ſiſtence. They have no maſter to reward their labour, no 
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manufacturer to provide their wages, no merchant to en- 
courage their induſtry, no nobleman to patronize their in- 
genuity: But they are reduced to this dreadful alternative; 
either to remain at home to beg or ſtarve, or be marched to 
their frontiers, Where they are led on, like ſheep, to the 
{laughter of battle, and where their blood is laviſhed with- 
out remorſe or pity. Their condition is wretched in this 
world, and they have but little proviſion for a better. 
Their worſhip is aboliſhed, their prieſts proſcribed, their 


temples profaned, their Saviour derided, their God blaſ- 
phemed. 


And is this a ſlate to be envied? Is there one man a- 
mong us, who, in exchange for this forlorn, this comfortleſs, 
this hopeleſs condition, would be content to renounce the 
privileges of a Briton? If there be, his breaſt muſt be de- 
void of every feeling of humanity, of every particle of 
generoſity, of every ſentiment of honour, of every prin- 


ciple of religion. Let him be mentioned, only to be de- 
teſted and abhorred. 
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In this aſſembly, there can only be one mind and one 


purpoſe. For our hearts are knit together by the deareſt 
and moſt tender connections. We can never be inſenſible 
to the endearing relations of parent, huſband, brother. 
And, in defence of our homes, and our altars, our wives and 
children, our liberties and poſſeſſions, what heart will 
not unite, what hand will not join. We will all ſtand 
forward at the alarm of danger. We will all arm, to 
repel the ſirſt attempts of anarchy and confuſion. We 
here pledge ourſelves, in the preſence of Almighty God, to 
be true to our country: And we will devote our lives and 


fortunes, to the ſervice of our religion and our laws, our 


conſtitution and our king. 


But what will avail our moſt ſtrenuous exertions, if we 
be not aſſiſted and ſupported by the arm of the Lord ? Of 
what uſe will be our fleets and armies, our loyalty and pa- 
triotiſm, our numbers and diſcipline, our wiſdom and our 
reſources, without the bleſling of Almighty God? It is He 
alone, who can give wildom and energy to our councils, 
and ſtrength and vigour to our arms, But, ſinners as we 
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are, what hope have we of obtaining His favour? Have 
we not rather reaſon to tremble at the dreadful wickedneſs 
which abounds among us? Which of us can be a ſtranger 
to the crying ſins of the nation? Who does not perceive 
that wickedneſs flows down our ſtreets lite a flood? Are not 
our ears too often ſtunned with oaths and execrations ? Are 
not our eyes too often pained with inſtances of intoxication ? 
Is not our piety continually ſhocked with the profanation 
of that ſacred day, which the command of God and the 
laws of the land have conlecrated to the ſervice of re- 


ligion ? 


Beſides theſe groſſer acts of fin, which are fo habitual in 
the profligate and the profane, how many are the failings 
of the more decent and reſpectable part of the community! 
How little do they diſcover of the love and fear of God: 
What attachment do they feel to the preſent world! How 
indifferent are they to the intereſts of their immortal ſouls ! 
How alive and eager after vain amuſements and frivolous 
diverſions! How little do they poſſeſs of humility and 
contrition, of meekneſs and reſignation, of forbearance 
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and charity: How much of pride and vanity, of worldly- 
mindedneſs and ſelf-ſufficiency, of hatred, malice, and 


revenge ! 


Add to this our growing irreverence for ſuperiors, our 
contempt of legal authority, our diſregard of all human 
ordinances, our 1mpatience under every kind of ſubordi- 
nation and controul, our bold, and daring, and reſtleſs 
ſpirit of innovation; above all, our phariſaical pride, which 
blinds us to the worth and value, the efficacy and merit, of 
our Redeemer's blood; and which ſtrips our religion of 
thoſe diſtinguiſhing doctrines, which alone can adminiſter 
comfort to the wounded ſpirit; and we may truly affirm, 


that we neither fear God nor regard man ! 


We are indeed a ſinful nation, a people laden with iniquity. 
The whole head is fick, and the whole heart faint. And, in. 
what, my brethren, can this impiety end? Can we hope to 
proſper? Can we expect the protection of the Almighty ? 
While we inſult his ordinances and defy his power, do we 
not provoke his vengeance, and challenge his indignation? 


——— — 
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Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lord ; ſhall not my 


ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 


How alarming 1s the thought, that our ſins can only be 
corrected by the ſcourge of war! Profligate in the extreme 
mult that nation be, which requires ſo awful a viſitation. 
If we would entertain any hope of regaining the favour of 
Almighty God, we muſt endeavour, with the aſſiſtance of 
his Holy Spirit, to change our national character, We mult 
inſtantly begin a perſonal and radical reformation. We 
muſt ceaſe to do evil and learn to do well: For, when the 
Judgments of the Lord are abroad in the earth, it is for this 
expreſs intent and purpoſe, that the mhabitants thereof may 


learn righteouſneſs. 


Let us then individually look into our own breaſts. Let 
us careſully review our own ͤ conduct, and examine how 
much we have ſeverally added to the common load of 
cuilt: And let us guard againſt domeſtic and foreign 
danger, by checking licentious and irreligious principles in 
ourſelves, and by exerting our utmoſt efforts to oppoſe a 


* 
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barrier to the national depravity. Let us humble ourſelves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exall us in due lime. 
And let us, by new hearts and new lives, telliiy the ſince- 
rity of our repentance towards God, and of our fa in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Let us go forth in the ſtrength of the Lord 
God, and make mention of Alis righteouſneſs only. Let us rely 
on His Arm, and conſide in His protection. And if our 
exertions terminate in a favourable iſſue, if, in any inſtance, 
they be crowned with victory and triumph, we will aſcribe 
all the praiſe to the Lord of Hoſls, the Lord flrong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in ballle. 


THE END. 
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